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"How to Celebrate the 1

bor those ot us m\ul\'-'(l with

sihool; \«-pl('mln-r farths our ane

nual opportunity tora iew higin-
ning. s teachers; we approach the
openimy day with reneswe G eHergy; a
stie n’i_’,th( ne o sense ot unmmtnwnl
and aresolve o iy ta strik-the propeer
balance between the vatious in-
grodients ot lisaring, blending them
into a e, that s both tasty and
nourishing., Whiei thie Children arnve
—owith excitement and some
apprebension - imost bring with them
a desize to please and to do thinygs
right. Topethier wi et on that tirst
day in our shared hope,

One ol the chilleges oEse |)H‘Hﬂ)( r
is to keep that hope alive - evenatter
the excitenient has taded dind some
ot our carctully prepared con-
Coctiais prave indigestuble,
Our Challenge s to mect our
chitdren on the edges ot
their understandings and to .
miove with them trom there;
contintany giving them _oppor-
tunitios to nake ther osn fresh
beginmings,

Anmong the prmmm'nt people
who \hlr(- September “begin-
nings” are Jane Addams, Grand-
ma Moses, O, Henry, Jesse
Chvens, 1. G \Wells, Michacl
Faraday, George Gershwing
Johnny Appleseed and Contudius,
Events ot historical signincancee

® COrYTIRHT!

Lo b

that have anniversaries this month in-
Cude Severdl distoverivs: Bathoa
Limed the Pacing Ocean for Spain in
September 1513 Juan Cabrillo en-
tered San Diego Bav mul thus dis-
covered Cahitothia O Se |m-m|wr a8,
1500 and Henry Hudson, in Septeni-
et 1604, sdiled into the river that now
Hears his nanie.

(Ui did this iionth tin the. Pilarims
bogan their yavage trom Engl nd, on
\olm-mlwr 16, 16200 Nearly 250 vears
fater, Abraham Fincoln issued the prie-
liiinary iancips won Proclamation
(September 22, 1862y, which stated
that all persons held asslaves” “hall be
then, thencetorward, and torever

tiee:”

A potpourrl of event'
to make Sep

) —-- [ —
W' 50 [EARNING SEPTEMBER 1982

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:




, ideas and activities

mber special.

RA NYE

Other September dates com-
memorate record-breaking culinary
athievements. The world's largest
Popsicle—werghing 5,750 pounds
—wwas made_in Davenport; towa, on
September 7, 1975; in Auistratia, on
September 24 ot that same year, the
world’s biggest hamburger wwas
exhibited --2,859 pounds of beel
tormed into a patty over 27 teet in
circumference —a record jusi broken
this vear. (You might ask your chiss to
consider some of the problems in-
volved in the preparation of such

gigantic foods, then have them think

ot possible solations.)

Several records of physical en-
durance were also set this month. in

1 S
b woae R N

Q

nat.

Albuquerguie, N.M., on September 18,
1976, Jesse Castaneda.walked 142
mites and 448 vards in 24 hours. On
September 28; 1963, Giuseppe Can-
tarclla of ltaly set aworld speed record
on roller skates, skating 25.78 miles
per hour. Your students might like to
write arithmetic story problems based
on these events, :
September marks hoth the official
and the unofficial ending of summer.
Unofficially; the season ends with
Labor Day, a holiday honoring Ameri-
carr workers. Autumn ofticially begins
46 a.in. ESTon September 23; The
month alsorholds two well-known
jewish holidays this year: Rosh Ha-
shanah; the beginning of the Jewish
New Year, falls on September 17; and
Yom Kippur, the fewish Dav of Atone-
iient; occars on September 26.

Events and Activities
Septeémber-11: In 1971, Penny, a
Rhode Island Red owned by Treena

White of England, laid seven eggs.
Many children may not recog-
nize Penny's feat as uiiusual: Can

o anyone in your class explain_ the

normal fayiing babits of chickens?
__ This might be a good time to_in-

‘itiate an investigation into the kinds
of foods that come from farm ani-
mals, and how those foods get
from the farm to the consumer.
Have students make poste s

e
~_‘?"“’%%‘&'\..'
LUPTINER )c&’?’n'&
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WHAT'S SPECIAL

teontarued Hoan page S h

ot their tindings, tracing the tarm-to-
sapermarket path:

'icplemlwr 12: The first Sundnv follow-
ing Labor [).|v is Grandparents Day.

Discuss with children the redsons
why this bohdav was created. Talk
about wavs voung people Gin show
appreciation tor grandparents and
other older peopte who are imporrant
1o them. What are_some good activi-
ties Children and older people can do
together?

Have older stadents svork in small
groups to tigure oat this problem: It
a generation is 30 years, and i you
could mvite 1o o tamilv reanion_all
Gt vour Jdiicoestors (pxirents; grand-
parents, greatgrandparents, etc.)
trom thie time the Pilgrims Tanded in
1620 to the present, how many people
would yoa have to invite?

Have the groups compare their
answers and their methods for getting
the answers, 1T the students enjoy the
activity; fook toracopy ot My Backyard
History Book by [).\\ul Weitzman
(Little; Brown; 1975) 1or related ideas

and projetts.

Septemiber 14: In 1752, Great Britain
adopted the Gregorian calendar.
Becausde the Juhan calenvdar, which
the Britons had been using prior to the
Gregoridn thangeover, was 11 days
oft, Parliament rlili;d, that the doy tol:
owing S’t'[)'l('ml')(' \'v()[ll(l bv Sep-
lvml)vr M

Dlw( uss the
I)() lht“

el chcaw(l of Hodavs,
incident mth vour sturh ms
anger? V\’hy or \vhv r.ot? What would
beé your stadents’ recction if the U.S:
g()vernmo'\l ruled tha' the day follow-
ing September 14 wou'd bv Septeni-
her 262 What other 11-dhy periods
during the vedr would students partic-
alarly miss? Are there any periods they
woald elimindte for one vear?

September 16: Today is National Play-
Dotk Day, commeniorating the intro-
duction of Pl 'D()h in 1955 .

The l()llo\vm;_, isa svmplv recipe fora
soft day that can be used over and
over again tor all sorts ot projects. You
ml;,hl let vour chiss do the nmixing
while you take care of heating the ()11
and cooking. You might also divide
the récipe in half beiore adding the
coloring; and use two ditterentcolors.

8 T oil 4t cream ot tartar
3 ¢ tlour 4 ¢ water
2 ¢ salt food coloring

~ Heat the oil in a pan over ivedium
heat  Mix all other ingredients well
and pour into the Kot oil. Stit over
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mv(hum heat antil the mixtare polls
away from the sides of the pan, form-
ing a ball. Letcool sll;,hllv then koead:
Store in plastic containers,

September 19: In 1928, Steamboat
Withe, the first animated s()un(l cor-
ton, piremiere d in New York an It
starred Mickev Mouse.

Prepare a model job- npplncatmn
form and give vour thildren this as-
signment: You're Mickoey Mouse and
yvou're frymg to get a job in the
movics. What are vour qualitications?
What about vou wodld appeal to
moviegoers? List two reterences
(Dondld Duck might be one), and
write o few sentences telling what
cach might say abodt yod.

Fave the children conduct a class
stirvev to find out who their favorite
cartoun characters are. Based on ther
sdrvey resdlts, who wodld they pre-
dict to be the entire school's favorite?
How many children do thiey think
would name this character as a favor-
ite? Have them chieck their predictions
by polling the school.

September 23: Today is the autumnal
equinox;when the sonrises directly in
the_cast at-the equator and sets di-
rec 1|v in !he west Causing a. dnv with

Bv;,mmm, on lIns day in the nor-
tl)rprrrn Iwmlsphvrc the days will grow
shorter and cooier, and the enrlh will
dindergo changes—sonme subtle,
some dramatic. To encourage chil-
dren's awareness of the changes in
the nataral world, have them keep na-
ture jotrndls: For a few weeks,
suggest that they write daily accounts
of the things they observe—-animals,
plants, t(mslvllan()ns Have them
keep calendars on which they draw
the moon as they see it cach night,
on whic h llwv rcu)r(l eac h dav's h|;,h

times of sunrise nnd sunset. (Th
formation is in the newspaper.) When
the period of record keeping is over,
have them graph the temperatdres
and the times of sunrise and sanset.
Do the zraphs he Ip thim visualize the
changes taking plnu* in autamn?

Soptomher 23: This is the dnv whvn the
world’s largest hamburger was exhib-
ited in Aastraiia in 1975, Help your
children to. (()mprchvn(l how hu,
2,859-pound haiibarger is with these
activities

The hambur;,er s dircamterence
was, aboat 27 feet. With your class,
titvil a vway to make a circle this size on
the plav ;,r()und

Figure oat how many

qaarter-

pounders_could be made from 2,859
pounds of nieat. Then figdre out how
mony hambargers. that would be. for
cach ¢hild in the class. 1 the children
had one hamburger each for Tunch
every day, how long would it take
them to eat all their hamburgers?

Neivs update: A record- breaking
3,591-pound hamburger (16 feet
across) was cooked and devoared last
june in Rutland, N.D.

Senteniber 2 September is a
noteworthy month for newspapers, In
1690; Publick ©ccurances; Both
Toreign and-Domestic, the first news-
paper published in America; made its
only appearance. Its publisher’s stated
intention was to expose p(*ople who
started falSe rumors; authorities in
Boston suppressed the paper immedi-
atelv. Almost a centiiry later, in 1784,
America’s first daily newspaper, the
Pennsylvania Pa ket and Daily Adver-
tiser l)t gan publlmllon, and 67 y ars
atter lhnt the first copy of The New
York Times was issued, in 1851.

If you're interested in niaking news-
paper reading a part of your curric
lum; here's one way to structure the
activity: Divide the class into_groups
of four and explain that each group
will be responsible for finding foar dit-
ferent kirds of ne s stories—one
describing a national event, one an
c\'vnl of local s’iu\ifitdﬁcé iihé f(icus-

mlvrcst), an(l one spr)rts or vntertam-
ment item, Each group member then
looks for one newspaper smry that fits
ohe of the four tategories,; reads it;
and explains it to the other members
o1 the proup, being prepared to an-
swer nnvqucstu)ns that may arise. Fol-
lisving discussion of the stories; the
‘L,rqup ;11@*[)1!)9(3 prepare brief w n@}g
sanimarics of their stories to be pre-
sented to the dass. e

For yoonger children, choose
easy-to-camprehend news stories to
read aloud and (I;i(uas Qr have
voungsters prepare a “news chart” of
daily activities and events in the class,
and keep evach day's record to provide
feading material throughout the
year, =

Sandm ch is an elementary school
toacher in Wost Babyvion, N'Y., and is
on the facolty of the Learning
Institute.

Boqmmng next issue, a regular
ing department will provide

\()u and your students with icleas
gnglﬁngll\'lllt's far celebrating the
month.
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BY SANDRA NYE
What's so special about 0~ ~tober? Or
January or April or any other month of
the year for that matter? Each month
provides the chance for a fresh start
in your classroom, a new beglnn/ng
for you and your students. It is also
a package of significant cates to
celebrate and learn about.

“How To Celebrate October” begins
With dn overview that provides an

insight into what makes this menth
special. Following the overview are
additional dates and ideas for class-
rocm ledrning activities.

A Look at October

October 1s a month of dramatic natu-
ral changes .n many paris of our

i country. It's atime when leaves iurn
trom shades of green to warm. bril-
iiant colors of autumn, and when
migratory birds fly souti. introduce
this month of changes by helping your

chiidren prepare a buliet'n poard of
information about bird migrations. In-
clace a map. showing the major fly-
ways of North American oirds; along
with iilustrations oi the kinds of birds

that use earh rowe l:ocate me wrnter

the distances that various brrds travel.

October is aiso the harvest month,
when farmers rush to gather therr
crops before the first frost accurs Ap-
ples, corn and pumpkins are three au-
tumn harvest crops that receive special
recognition in October. Pumpkmq
of course. frgure prominently in Hal-
Nationial Popcorn Poppin’ Month and
National Apple Month.

Two major holidays fall in October:
Eolumbus Day. celebrated on Octoper
11 this year. and Halloween, on Sun-
day, October 31. October 31 is also
the day that clocks are tarned back.
an hour, as daylight savirig time ends
and standard time resames.

Events and Actrvmes :
October 1: National Popcorn Poppin’
Month begins tcday .

Popcorn was known thousands of
years ago to the Inchians of both
Americas An Indian named Quade-
quiria took a geerskin bag filled with
popped corn to the Pilgrim's first
Thanksgrvrng celebration.

Read your class The Popcorn Book

by romre de Paola {Holiddy House;
1978): It gives.a brief history of pop-
corn dlong with the reason popcorr

pops. Present some statistics about
the expansion of popcorn kernels
original size, yellow corn to about 32
times. although there's a special yel-
low variety that expands to about 44
times its original Size). Then involve
your £lass in some. estimating.

Set out ¥4 cup of unpopped corn’
and three containers of distinctly dif-
ferent sizes. Have the children predrcl
wlich of tne containers the corn will_
fitl once it i5 pupped, based on the in-
formation previously discussed. (Work
th:$ out beforehand so you'll have a

container of the right capacity.)

October 12: Today the World Series is
scheduled to begin

Take advantage of the annual pre-
occupation with baseball and baseball
players to ex;lore basic interviewing
techniques Throughout the series. en-
courageé students to read and listen 10
interviews of baseball players.

Following a discussion of inter-
vrewmq technigues, set up a situation
in which one student poses as a pase-

bali player wnile another student-inter———

views him or her (or you pose as the
player if that seems more appro-
priate). Give the interviewing children
time to brainstorm questions before-
hand During the inlerview. those
being questioned can make Up. fanciful
answers: but they shouldn't give
away any more information than the
guestions call for.

October 15: Today is World Poetry
Day. chosen in-honor of Vergil, the
Roman poetbornin 70B.C. .~ . ___
~ Plan with your class to illustrate and
tape a selection of poems to present in
commeroration of Poetry Day. Bivide

the class into smali groups, and as-
sign each group the task of contribut-
ing.one humorous poem and one
serious poem to the collection.
Assemble a wide range of poetry
forms arid sources. @ver a perrod o1
groups 10 read through some of the
sources of appealing poems

~ Ask the children 10 discuss the
poems they've chosen. What words or

phrases most vividly creats pictures or
evoke feelings? How might these im-
ages or sensations be illustraied? Fol-
lowirig this discussion period. have
the children illustrate their poems.
Next have the groups choose two
members among them to read and
tape-record their two selections. After
the groups have completed their it!os-
trations and taping; they're readyto" '
come together for a whole class
poetry presentalion, with one student
displaying tne iliustrations as the
tapes play. The presentation might be

welcomed in other classes as well.

October 20: On this Jdate in 1967,

Roger Patterson photographied a crea-

ture that he claimed was a.Bigfoot.
Hold a discussion about Bigfoot,

the toch Ness Mansier, and other,

such elusive creatures that people

porport to have seen but for which
there is no proc! of existence. Do your
children believe these creatures are
real? If so, do they find such creatures
frightening?

Although most children are prob-
ably not afraid of these particular
creatures; they likely have other fears
they might wanl to talk about. What
are-some.of.the fears your students
have? Do they kriow How or why they
acquired them? How da they handle
them” Does underslandrng a fear help

believe they’ I outgrow’)

October 27: Today s the birtiday Of
Theodore Roosevelt. born in 1858,
Roocevelt was a honter. Afteran
occasion on which he refused to shoot
4 Bear cub; a cartoonist drew a_picture
that gave a toy maker an idea. The toy
maker Morris Michtom; and hic wife
designed a stuffed bear on which they
hung a sign reading "Teddy’s Bear.” _
invite younger children to celebrate
Roosevelt's birthday. by bringing a fa-
vorile Stuffed animal to school: tet
them talk about their animals, draw
pictures of them, and write stories with
their animals as central characters.
Read thef Corduroy by Baon Freeman

(Vrkrng, 1968 Pengprn 1976). ®

Sandra Nye is an elementary school
teacher in West Babylon: N.Y, and-s
on the faculty of the Learning Institute.
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Your Monthty Acticiry Abmanac.

BY SANDRA NYE

What's so special about November?Or
Jariuary or April or any other month of
the year for that matter? Each month
prowdos the chance for a fresh start

in your classroom, a new heginning
for you and your students. It is also

a package of significant dates to
celebrate and learn.about.

“How 1o Coleprdte Novernber" begins
with an overview that provides an
insight into what-makes this month
special. Following the overview are
additional dates and ideas for class-
room learning activities.

A took at November
November's traditionally gray, cmlly
weather may not inspire one to take to
the skies, but November is Aviation
History Month, marking the bicenien-
nial anniversary ot aesronaatical ex-
periments done in 1782 by Jcseph
Michei and Jacques Etienne Montgol-
fier, brothers who filled fabric-anc.
paper bags with hot air and smoke 1o
make them rise. Their expenmems led
to the invention of the hot-air balloon,
the tirsi airplane and the entire sCi-
eoce of aviation. On November 21,
1783, only a year aiter the Montgol-
tiers' first experiments, Jean-Frangois
Pildtre de Rozier and the Marquis
Francois Laurent ¢'Arlandes tzcame
the first men to tly, when they ascend-
ed tc a height of about 3,000 feet
above Paris in a Montgoliier hot-air
baliloon. Their tiight lasted moie than
20 minutes and covered a distance of
more than 5 miles.

On November 14, 1889; Neilie Bly,
a young reportéer (whose real name
was Elizabeth Cochrane); set cut to
beat the around-the-world travel tirie
of Phileas Fogg; the hero of Jules
Verne's science-fiction adventure
Around the World in 80 Days. She was
successful in this endeavor, complet-
ing her journey.in 72 days, 6 hours. 11
minites and 14 seconds. (See the
November 14 entry in the Events and
Activities secnon )
Mark Twain (Samue' Clemens) Damel
Boone, Robert Louis Stevenson,
Robert Fuiton; Louisa May Alcott;
Abigai! Adams and Winston Churchill
are among the famous people with
November birthdays. It's also the
birthday month of Carlo Lorenzini

|

(known as Carlo Collodi), the Italian
author of The Adventures of
Pinnochio.
~ November 21, 1815, was the

birthday of Elizabeth Cady Stanton; -
president of the National Woman Suf-
frage Association, which was formed
in 1863 with the purpose of securing
for women the right to vote: This right
was finally granted in August 1920,
with ratification of the Nineteenth.
Amendment. Women voted in their -
first presidcntial election the following
November.

. Evconts and Act:vitles

November 6: James Naismith, the in-
ventor of basketball, was born on this
date in 1861.

Naismith was a phySIcal educatlon
Massachusetts. Asked by the head of
his department to devise an active,
game that could be played indoors
during winter months, Naismith
tackedéwo peach baskets to the gym
balcony, divided his players into two
teams of nine each; and provided a
soccer ball for play. Since that first
game in 1891, the equipmentand . _
rules of basketball have changed con-
siderably. and the game nas grown
into one of America’s favorite sports..

_ Give your children some practice in
both shooting baskets and applying
arithmetic skills. Use wadded paper _
for a basketbal! and a wastebaskel as
a goal. Pair younger children; while
one child shoots baskets; the other
keeps score: 2 points per basket, 5
shots (or whatever other nimbers you
wish). Have older studénts determirie
the percentage of baskets made in 10
shots.-

November 7: The Museurn,o,f,Modern
Artopened in New. York City in 1929.

~ One of the developments of modern
art, dating from_experiments made by

such artists as Picasso and Braque in -

the early 1900s, is the collage, a pic-
ture or design created by gluing
pieces of paper or other materials
orito a surface.

_ Let your children experiment with
this art-form by making collages with
an autumn or Thanksgiving theme._
Children can work individaally or in
small groups, cutting pictures trom

How To Celebrate November

magazines.to create collages show-
ing things for which they're thankful.
Or; to commemorate the harvest
sedson, they might try the folowing
procedure

Brush a plece of white tagboard
with rubber cemment and apply piéces
of colored tissue paper to create a
background representing the earth,
sky and farm buildings: Then apply .
glue in rows on the ground area, and

press on dried foods such as corn;
rice, beans and seeds to represent
growing crops:

November 8: Nationa! Sp'it Pea Soup
Week begins today.

_ Relieve the bieakness of Novem-'
ber's weather, and provide the
children with some experience in_ -~
pldanning, organizing and cooking: en-
joy a meal of split pea soup. with your
class. The recipe given befow; accom-
panied by milk, bread and butter,
should serve 10 to 12 children:

__With these figures in mind, have
children determine how much of each
ingredient they’ll need in order to ~
make soup for the class, as well as.
the amount of bread, butter and mitk
they wjll need. After pricing each item
at a supermarket (perhdps someone
will donate cloves, bay leaves, sait
and the vegetables), students are to
figure out the total cost of the food.,
and the amount of money each per-
son.needs to contribute to_cover its
cost. Have them determine the jobs -
involved in preparing. cooking, serv-
ing and cleaning up; and let them
decide who will do what,

To make split pea soup for 1010 12,
you will need: 1 Ib. split peas, well
washed; 1 meaty ham bone: 2 quarts
water; 1 whole onion, stuck with two
cloves; 1 rib celery, 2 carrots; sliced;
2 garlic cloves; 1 bay leaf; salt to
taste. . .

Combmeqil mgredlents except
salt, and bring_ to a boil. Cover the pot
tightly, reduce Heat and cook for 2
hours; stirring occasionally, Remove
and discard the garlic, onion and .
cloves. Cut off and dice the meat from
the ham bone: Salt 1o taste: -

_ Make the soup a day ahead: if it
thickens too much overnight; thin with
water or milk when reheating.

Student., sr'ould also know that
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How to Celebrate
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occasions cach as Split Pea Soup
Week exist for comniriercial purposes
and are generally sponsored by an
association.

November 11: Veterans Day.
Originally, Veterans.Day was known
s Armistice Day, because itjwas the
anniversary of the signing of the arnii-
stice in 1918; which ended World War
I. It was a day of remembrance for all
those who had given therr lives in the
war. In 1954, President Eisenhower
signed a bill calling for recognition of
the dead of World War !l @nd of the

Korean War ds weil. Today we ob-

serve Veterans Day by honoring all
men and women who have served in
our armed forces.

Develop with your children a list of
guéstions they d like to ask a war vet-
eran: 'Hen enher mvute someone to
tet children who know people who
have served in wars conduct inter-

views to report on to the class.

November 14: Neliie By 5ails from_
New York in 1889 to beat the Around
the World in 80 Days record of Jules
Verne's hero Phileas Fogg: -

_ Bly's attention-grabbing f feat is r|pe
for research. Have stodents first
brainstorm ali the modes of transpor-
tation available to the 22-year-old
newspaper reporter in 1889. (Remind
children;.if necessary, that the _
airplane had no! yet been invented.)
Then have stodents conduct research
to find out just what kinds of transpor-
tation Bly did use lo accomplish her_
venture. (ThIS will likely lead to further
research; since few students will know
what ajiririkishia or @ sampan |is. ) Fi-
nally, ask students tc create iliustra-
tions showing all the dlfferent modes

November 15: Wordfsgmshrpent
Nominations will be accepted for one
month; beginning today, by the Uni-
corn Hunters of take Superior State
College in Sault Ste. Marie, Mich.
Words to be nominated are those
that people feel are misusec, over-

used and abused: Have students
compile a list of words they feel fall

them some suggestions to get them

started thinking.) Then have them
consider substitutes that are fresher
and more. precise in meaning by
using a dictionary and thesauorus: En-
courage them to avoid using the
“panished" words in their speaking

and yrmng and to use instead the

substitute words and other phraseb
they feel are not so timeworn.

_spelling of words that rhyme W|th

.* to model the animals,; and small __ ]
", building blocks or stones to structare

-House, 1950). Ge -ald McGrew, the”

into these categories. (You might give -
- boy inthe story thinks the animals or-

November 21: The Mother.Goose. ..
Parade is heid today in El Cajon, Calif.

 Read aloud some Mother Goose
rhymes to your children. Then_ help
them develop a rhyming dictionary. .. |-
Give smail groups of children several -
words for which they are to_think of
rHyming words. When they have all | "
the words they.can think of, help them '
check the spellings. Then have them
copy the words on_pages for their dic-"
tionary. Can they find patterns in the'

each other?
November 25: Thanksglvmg Day i
_ The Pilgrims seem to have begun -+
the American practice of celebrating -
Thanksgiving with a feast. {At ieast
one group of colonists observed , - ¢
Thanksgiving before the Pilgrims did,:
but their observance was strictly reti-)
gious and involved no feasting.) -
Today & holiday meal with family or.
friends is a tradition for most of us,
Discuiss with children the ways thelr
families generally celebrate :
Thanksgiving: What_other tradmons N
do they celebrate? Do some children
have traditions pecuoliar to their own
families; and if so, how did these
traditions begin? Talk about the .
valtie of traditions to families and to
nations:

November 26: On this date in 1716;
the tirst lion shown in America was ex-
hibited in Boston. . .

Begin a study about animals typ:-
cally. found in zoos. Provide younger
children with picture books showing ., |
these animals and; using amap, __
sSHow the children where each of the "
different animais comes from. Then let.

them create their own zoo, using clay. .

enclosures. _ . ,_3,1

Older children could discuss the
practice of keeping animals in‘tradi
tional zoos and in wildlife parks, like"
the San Diege Wild Animal Park. How
do they feel about it? What regula-
tions are there to protect these ;
animals.in the wild? o
~_Eveérybody would probably enjoy lfl
Ran the Zaa by Dr. Seuss {Random - ..

i

dinarily seen in zous are dull; so he :z;
creates his own outrageous anlmdls

to populate McGrew's zoo: Have. 1
children.invent animals, name them R
and explain what makes them
extraordmary = R
Sandra Nye is an elementary schoo/ e
teacher in West Baby/On NY, )
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How To Celebrate January

BY SANDRA NYE

What's so spocial about Janaiay? O
Maarch or April or any other month of
the yuar 1or that matter? vach month
provides the crance for a fresh stirt
n your classroutn, a new beaqginning
for you fand your student, Itis also a
package of sigrific.ant dales to
celebrate and learn about.

"How To Celetirate January™ beging
With an overview that provides an
msight into what makes this month
special Following the overview dre
addional dales dnd 1deas for class-
room learming activitios

A Look at January

Even inancient times, when yeuars
were measured by Juch naluril pne-
nomend as the flogding ot tne Nitd or
the run of the salmon, rather than with
calendars. the ngw yoar was d cause
tor celebration. But not untif early in
this centary, by which time most
countries had acupted the Gregonan
calendar, thid everyone begin
celetrating the new year on the same

date Today. notwithstanding special
new year celébrations based on other
calendars (Ine Jewish Rosh Hashi-
nah, for example. or the Chinese New
Year). January 1 1s gbserved
woridwide ds New Year's Day Inves-
ugate with your class past and pres-
ent ways of greeting the new year
Suggest to students tnat they use the

librdry and that they talk with relatives

and neighbors
During the coming year, the Cd'lh
will travel about 583.416.000 miies
s eliiptical path arountt thie sun, ;m
average distance of 1,598,400 muies
per day. Figure how miarny miles the
earth travels per hour, per minuie. per
second: Then, using a road mép. lo-
cate two familiar places (your town
and a welt-known city; for exampile)
that are about the same distance
apart as Ine distance the earth traveis
inone second Ask students to imag-
ir2 lrave!mq between these two
Flaces in just ane second.
Ametia Earhart didn’t travel at
edr (s dizzying spead when she
made . . first solo filght by a woman
across the Pacific Ocean on January
11, 1935 (from Honolulu to Oakland,
- Calif), but her feat was noriethgless
impressive. Other January tirsts for
women: On Jdanuaary 23, 1849,

Lhrabeth Hlackwell earned her M.D.;
necoming the first womdn physician
in America In the area of pohitics,
Nelhe Ross became the tirst woman
Jgovernor, in Wyoming. on January 5,
1925 Scven years later, Hattie
Caraway of Arkansas became the first
worman to be elected a U.S: senator.

~Birindays in January inciude those
ot two men unportant o children’s
ierdture Jacob Grimm, wh.o with his
brother, Wilheim, collected and re-
corded Germaii fairy tales, and
Charles Perraull. who collected and
retold Tales of Mother Goose. Read
several of these tales to students. Let
younger studenits act them out. Older
students might try their hands at
rewriting a few fairy tales, updating
them to the present.

Events and Activities

January 1: New Year's Day
_Tradtionally. January 1.1g a day for
making resolutions. Benjamin Franklin
(whose oirthday was January 17, by
the way) surnmed tp the feeling most
of us have towurd resolutions when he
said. "Good resolutions are easier
made than executed.” When your
class reconvenes for the new year,
discuss Franklin's opservation and.
encourage students 10 tatk about their
experien .es in trying lo set goals and
acniev- them. Ask each chiid to write
one resdlution for thie coming yedr.

Put the resolutions aside. Once. or
twice before the month is over, have
children evaluate their progress in
keeping their resolutions.

January 3: The waxed paper drinking

straw was patenied in 1888.

Give young children straws and
cups of water for expenmenting. Have
them suck water through their straws
and try to figure out why they're able
to do this. Do they know why biowing
through a straw into the water pro-

- duces bubbles? 1 they stick their

straws into the witer and cover the
tops withIReiT fingers. why does the
wdter remedin in the straws? Why does
it fall out when they ren-ove their
fingers?

Older children can use straws to in-
vestgate principles of construction
Messing Around With Drinking Straw
Construction by Bernie Zubrowski

{Little, Brown; 1981) puts children in
the role ot problem solvers as they
build models of houses and bridges,
then test them to determine where
braces should be added to provide

stability and strength,

January 5: Today is George Washmg-
ton Carver Day. celebrated in memory
of Carver's deatr in 1943.

_The son of a slave woman owned by’

I
<

-

-,

TNRROl TS N

Moses Carver during the Civil War, the

ultitalente rious George
Washington Carver grew up 1o be-
come an internationally known

agricultaral chemist: Among his other

multitalented and indus

accomplishments, he was résponsible -’

for the develapment of over 300 prod- -

changing the agricuitural patterns of

the South.

To honor this famous scientist, tell
or redd his life story (a simply told ver-
sion is Aliki's A Weed /s a Flower: The
tife of George Washington Carver
| Prentice-Hall, 1865]). And if you have
access (o a blender or food processor,
make peanul butter to spread on
crackers for a celebratory snack: Ycu
can either blend the peanuts alone oy,
for a smoother consistency, blend one
tablespoon of oil with each CUp anda

halt of peanuts.

January 12: On January 12; 1879,
glass bottles were first used for milk
delivery.

Have students I'nd out how m|Ik
was delivered before this date. In

- what different ways is it pac kaged

today? Discuss the issue_of refund-
able versus nonrefundable containers.
_ Packaging has become a major
consideration in the merchandising of
modern-day products. Packages are
designed not just to hold products,

but to sell them. Have studenis coliect

- anassortment ot packages from items

purchased i the supermarket. Give

small groops of students several dif-
ferent packages in which the same
basic product is sold (one group
might have cereal boxes, another
juice cans; another frozen-food pack-
dges, etc.), and ask them to rark the
packages in order of their appeal. .
What is it abolt variols packages that
attracts people? Do students think

_these fedtures indicate anything

o
iR

£t
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“about the quality of the products in-.

.;side? On what basis do they select a

y product—packagmg price, media

i"advertising, comparison of label infor-

{ mation, or other factors?

Vet As a foliow-up activity. have

“children collect and bring to school

:- for one week all the supermarket

" packagmg they feel is unnecessary
. for preserving a product in a clean,

) safe condition:

January 15 Martin Lulher Kmq Jr.,

. Was born in Georgia on January 15,

1929
“In 1964, Martin Luther King was

" awarded the Nobel Pedce Prize for his

'} etforts to secure equal civil rights for
all Americans. Discuss with students
the discrimination that prompted the

~movement King led: Read and talk

about these words from the famous

..speech he delivered in Washmgton
D.C., in 1963: "l stiil have a dream. it
_ls adream deeply rocted in the Amer-
ican dream. | have a dream that one

. day this nation will rise up and live
out the true meaning of its creed, '‘We

" hold these traths to be self- evudent

-that all men are created equal.’"
'~ To help older students understand.
"something of the emotional impact of
.prejudice and its effect on peoples
“lives, read them Mildred D: Taylor's
Newbery Award-winning book Roll of
'Thunder, Hear My Cry (Dial, 1976).
{Also, see this month's Learning
posters )

-danuary 18: A. A Milne, author of

Winnie-the-Pooh, was born in England

‘in 1882:
+ " When Piglet asked Pooh what was

‘the first lhmg he said to himself when
.he awoke in the morning, Pooh an-

swered; “What's for breakfast?”
’Celebrate today in true-Pooh fashion

by preparing a simple meal logether

from The Pooh Cook Sook by Virginia -

H. Ellison (Dell; 1975). In addition to
tecipes, the book contains réading
‘selections, mostly abcut food. that
chlldren might take turns reading
aloud euther before or after the meal.

January 23; Today is National Hand-
writing Day, cbserved on John Han-
cock's birthday. . .

f‘#‘ Do your children know who John

Hancock was. .1nd why a signature
came to be Known as a John
Hancock?

The Monday 1ollowmg Nahonal
Handwriting Day might be a good day
ta consider our two principal systems
of writing: print and cursive. {ltalics;
although used less commonly, shouid
also be mentioned.) Take a poll to see
which system students prefer. What
dre some reasons for using cursive
over print? (It speed is mentioned,
have students devise an exercise to
test the two systems for speed:) What
are the benelfits of print over cursive?
If students are divided in theii prefer-
ences, let them debate the question

of whether or not everyone should be
required to learn both writing systems.

January 23: Elisabeth Achelis.
creator of "The World Calendar,” was
born in 1880. o
Calendars have iong been a matter
of concern 1o those interested in hav-
ing things run_in as orderly a fashion
as possible Calendar reform advo-
cate Elisabeth Achelis devised a.
calendar she felt would clear up the
muddle caused by our present calen-
dar, with its months of varying lengths

and its floating holidays, Her calendar

1s divided into foar quarters; with the
first month in each quarter having 31

days and the ather two months having
30 days each. The calendar has ex-
actly 52 weeks (364.days}; with an ex-
tra day at the end of December, called
Warldsday. to be &elebrated as an in-
et onal holiday. Durmg leap years,
another Worldsday is added at the
und of June. Every yedr begins on
Sunday; and holidays. birthdays—all
dates, in fact—fall on the same day
every year. Obtain a copy of "The
World Calendar” and see how your
students feel about it. Do they foresee
the.world adopting it one day?

This Book Is About Time, a Brown
Paper Schdol Sook by Marllyn Burns
(Little, Brown, 1978), contains, in ad-
dition to *“The World Calendar," a
wealth of fascinating information

about calendars and time in
general. =&

Sandra Nye is an elementary School
teacher in West Babyion, N:Y.; and is

on the faculty of the Learning Institute.
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Your Monthly Acticiry Abaniac

“How To Celebrate

February

BY SANDRA NYE

March or Apn/ or any other monih of
the year for that matter? Each month
provides the chance for a fresh start
in your classroom. a new beginning
for you and your. stuclents Itis a/so a
ceiebrate and learn.about. -
“How To Celebrate February” begins
with an overview that provides an.
insight into what makes this month
special: Following the overview are
- additional dales and ideas for class-
room learning activities.

A Look at February

February is @ month to focus on
birthdays. Along with Abraham Lin-
coli and George Washington; many
other noteworthy people were born

this month: Students might prepare a
who's who of February-born men and

women, providing brief brographrcal
sketches for each entry.
. The entries might.include: Coper-
nicus, Galileo and Charles Darwin,
three men whose scientific theories
unsettled and reshaped our views of
the warld; Horace Greeley; a journalist
who, in the 1800s, still saw the West
as a land of promise and {popular-
izirig a phrdse coined in 1851 by an
Indiana newspaperman) advised the
jobless of New York City to "go west;
young man"; Susan 8. Anthony, advo-
cate for women s right to vote; and

As February has been desrgnated
Afro-American History Month, it's an
appropriate time to study black
Americans born this month. They in-
clude singer Marian Anderson; WE B.
DuBois, Hank Aaron and Langston
Hughes Hughes, a poet; wrate these
words: “Hold fast to dreams/For if
dreams dieftife is a broken-winged
bird/That cannot fly." Let children dis-
cuss what they think Hughes meant._
and invite them to tell what “dreams”
they have: _
__Valentine's Day is a blg February at-
traction: Before the day arrives, let
your class plan its celebration. Tormie
de Paala’s book Things To Make and

Do for Valentine’'s Day (Watts, 1976)

might be helpfal; it explains andil-
justrates how to make valenting .

usiny Styrofoam prints; how to make a
valentine mailbag. and how to make
presents from baker's clay. It also con-
tains riddies @nd tongle twisters with
avalentine thema

Events and Activities: ,
February 9: The U.S. Weather Bureau
was establrshed m 1870

sional meteorologrsts to pr3d|ct the
wedther, people relied on ail sorts of
signs in the natural world for deter-
mining what kind of weather lay
ahead. Sometimes they composed
verses based on their observations
and predictions, and aithough Some
of these verses are groundless, others
are based on scientific truth.

_ Read your ctlass A January Fog W/II
(Crown 1977) and discass its  _.
weather folkiore. In addition to its 30
verses, it has notes explaining the
factual basis of many of the verses.

Have young children observe lhe
sky each morning for several weeks
and make predictions about the prob-
ability of rain. Keep a record, using
picture symbols; of how the sky looks

each morning, as well as of the actual
weather conditions that occur that
day. Are there any reliable indicators

of coming fair or foul weather?

Febroary. 13: The first magazine pub-
lished in America, The American
Magazine, was issued in Philadelphia
in 1741,

The making of a magazine isa
worthwhile onigoing class project for
any grade. Save children’s stories.
poems, reports, riddles, etc.. as lhey
are wrrtted throughoul the rest ofthe

ends. let childrén choose the best
samples of their work for inclgsion in
the magazine. (A committee of
children can help select the material
to be published.) Then have small
groups edit this material, putting to
work skills iearned over the year. After

it 4as been rewritten and proofread;

SR ,_m-;i?) Feéf’a@ 7‘?&_5 ?é;z'? fcontinued on page 37)
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Celebrate Februa

- {cortinued from page 29)

veither type it or let children print it;
-leaving room for illustrations to be-
‘added by class artists; Ran off en
copies of your magazine to give .

<10 @ach class member, with addit
¥.copies for the school library and Jour

.own classroom:
D

v.Fabruary 21: The first United States
telephone book was circulated i
r1878 it was issued by the New Haven
§ Telephone Comipany.

“:"Divide children into groups of four.
gHave each child write his telephons
number in the way we usually write
tSeven digit numerals, using commas

1t0 separate the millions, thousands
and hundreds. Ask each group to ar-

‘range its four numberg in order from

<smallest to largest. How many addi-
.tlon examples (each with two ad-

s dends) can foor children write usmg

‘”thelr telephorie numbers? How many

i Subtractlon examples?

!‘ tHow many names are listed in the
“white pages of your commanity's
.phone directory? Ask children to find
a way to make a reasonable estimate,
then discuss their procedures.

n X

February 23; Today is the birthday of
Samuel Pepys born in Enoland in
$1633. :

% T For. nearly ten years Pepys Kept a
diary in which he recorded details of

hlS oersonal and prote Slondl h.e

‘_hnstoncal events of his era. What
‘made his diary so famous was that it
‘was written in an elaborate code;
deciphered two centuries after his
death o

~-Set aside ten minutes a day when
~chlldren can make entries in a diary
.of their own. On most days let themi
wnte whatever they wnsh other days

”derstand that thenr diaries are to be
Tpnvate—unless tt'ey wxsh to share

5 ark was estabhshed in 1919,

5+ Display a map of ocr national

,-,parks Let small groups of children
Jstudy various parks to discover what '

makes each unigue in terms of its

'sgeographlcal features; flora and
o
Flauna ‘What value can chilaren see in

preservmg nahonal parks‘lWhat

‘Stional parks? What solutions can they
- .

teacher in West Babylon N Y.
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How To Ceicbrate March

BY SANDRA NYE
What's so special about March? Or

January or April or any other monih of
rhe vear for that marter’? Each month

n your c/assroom a new beginning
for you and your students. It is also a
package of-significant events to learn
about and celebrate-—at any time dur-
ing the morith.

"How To Celebrate March" begrns
with an overview that provig:« 1n in-
sight into what makes this monih spe-
cial. Following the overview are
additional events and ideas for class-
room learning activities.

A Look at March

Nature provides its own beginnings in
March: as the North Pole |eans once
again towadrd the sun, and increasing
warmth and dayhght prompt stirrings
¢t new life. Skink cabbages dnd
pussy willows bioorn. wood irogs
begin to chirp. and robins return to
northern regions _Encourage chil-
dren’s sensitivity to these and other
signs of spring, both by reading about
the season’s transformations and by
firsthand obiservation of them.

__In spite of its promise of new life,
tAarch can be tempestuous and
destructive. In March 1888, a three-
ciay bhzzard raged in the eastern
United States, causing 400 deaths. In
March 1925, 689 peopie werp killed
by a tornado that cut a wide swath
through parts of Missour:: {llinois and
indiana Lot children research the
causes and effects of such extreme
furms of wwadthier

~ March 1s Red Cross Month, Na-
tional Nutrition Month (see "Contem-
purary Issues for Young Citizens™ n
this 1ssoe). and Yoath Art Month:
Weeks worthy of celepration include
Women's History Week (March 6-12);
National Music in Qur Schools Week
(March 7-13). National Poison Pre-
vention Week (March 13-19jand
National Wildhfe Week (March 20-26).

Events and Actlvmes

The Arts Are Fine: Youth Art Month is
celebrated in March. Prepare for an
end-of-March art exhibit by yoor sto-
denis. Gather together as many books
for children as.you can.find describ-.
ing a variety of art mediums and lech-

" niques, as well as books of artwork

—

/

reprodoctrons tet children help zol-
lect art matérials and tools, intluding

paints of different kinds; crayons, felt
markers, chalk, pen and ink, clay, and
materials for needlework, prints and
collages.

__ To start children thinking about dif-
ferent ways of expressing feelings
and ideas artistically, check out Won-
ders, Warrjors and Beasts Abounding:
How the Artist Sees His World by
Bery! Barr (Doubleday, 1967) The
reproductions of artwork in this book
offer a view of the many ways a sub-
jectcan be expressed artistically.

Along wrth producnng their own art;
works of Vincent Van Gogh, Michetan-
gelo, and photographer Edward Stei-
chen, three artists b0rn in March.

Green Thumbs Up. Luther Burbank,
an American horticalturist who spent
his life improving existing plants and
developing_new ones: was born on
Madrch 7, 1849. Among the new plants
he developed is the Shas.a daisy,
which, along with the sunflower, was
being considered by the ninety-
seventh Congress to become our na-
tional flower-{The ninety-eighth

Congress ‘may remntrodace the issue
Have children locate resources that
illustrate these two flowers and make
a poster picturing them, with captions
telling about each Exhibit the poster
for other classes in your school, and
conduct a poll to determing the
sehool's favorite of the flowers. Have

your Class send the resulls of the poll
each class member's own preference
and reasons for that preference, to the
members of Congress who represent
your district.

__Celebrate both Burbank's birthday
and the approach of spring by plant-
ing seeds. Choose quick-sprouting
seeds.sach.as ima beans : md radish-
es, or let children plant secd, from
foods they eat. You might als. 1. iph
the growth of plants and recor
changes in them or conduct srmrjle

-along with individual letters stating _

plants need for gr0wth

Freedom for All, Harrrel Tubman

born into slavery in about the year

) actlons to the exclusron of words Pro-

1821 died on March 10 1913 o
~ Amemorial near Harriet Tubman's
home in Auburn, N.Y, reads:
Called the "Moses ' of her people
During the Civil War, with rare
Courage, she led over three
hundred
Negroes up from siavery o freedom
And rendered invaluable service
As nurse and spy. . ..
In Iater I|fe after. years spent helprng
road to safety and serving as nurse,
spy and scoul during the Civil War,
Tubman worked to raise money for
schools for newly freed slaves. Two
books children might read are
Runaway. Sfave: The Story of Flarrict
Tubman by Ann McGovern {Scho-
lastic; 1965) and_for older_children;
Harriel Tubman: Guide to Freedom by
Sam and Beryl Epstein (Garrard; .
1968).

A Qmet Gestuare: Marcel Marceau

France on March 22 1923 Mime is a
dramatic form that generally employs

perform mime Young children can
pretend to be anin:als or plants, or
can mimic people < igaged in various
activities: A box of simple props can
stimulate imaginations. Or provide an
empty box: and let children take turns
imagining that a particular itém is in
the box; takrng it out and playing with
it. then returning it. Encourage the au-
dience for these pantomimes to wait
ontil the end of each performance to
guess the object or action.

Classroom Cuusme Fannre Farmer
the first cookhook author to use stan-
dard measurements, was born on
March 23, 1857. Belore her time;
recipes called for such measuremenls
as "butter the size of an.egg”or “a
handful of flour.” Let children inverit
their own recipes—for something ac-
tually edible or for something fanciful,
such as Witch's Brew or Leprechaun
Stew——usrng standard rneasarements
and giving specific instructions for
mixing and cooking. =

Sandra Nye is an elomentary school
leacher in West Babylon, N.Y,
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BY SANDRA NYE

What's so special about April? Or
May? Or any other month of the year.
for that rmatter? Each month provides
the chance for a fresh start in your
classroom, a new beginning for you
and your students —even when it is
close to the year's end. Each month is
also a package of significant dates to
learn about and celebrate. o
__"How To Celetrate April and May”
begins with an overview that provides
an insight into what makes these
montns special. Following the over-
view dre »dditional events and ideas
for classroom learning activities.

A Look at April and May
“April showers bring May flowers”
goes the fami'iar rhyme; and these
two manths; which bring soring to its
full bloom, are an ideal time for inves-
tigating both showers and flowers.
Have children make a rain gauge by
marking off 15 centimeters with a
waterproof pen on a strip of water-
praof tape, then attaching the tape
(with zerg at the bottom) to the oat-
side of awice-mouthed jar. Leave the
jar in an open area, check it after. .
each rainfall, and keep a graph of the
results of spring rains.

Spring is a good time to study _
niicrohabitats in the neighborhood.
Small Worlds: A Field Trip Guide by
Helen Ross Russell (Little, Brown,
1972); Nature Activities for Early
Childhood by Janet Mickelsburg
(Addison-Wesley, 1976); and Nature
With Children of All Ages. by Edith A.
Sisson (Preritice-Hall, 1982) are all ex-
cellent sour:es of suggestions for
studying trie natural world.

__ On the subject of excursions into
the wila, severdl well-knowr ex-
peditions came to successful ends
during April and May. Robert E. Peary
and his party, after five failed-at-
tempts; finally.reached the North Pole
on April 6, 1909, Charles Lindbergh
made his salo flight across the Atlan-
tic in May 1927; and on May 28, 1967,
Sir Francis Chichester completed his
solo trip around the world by boat, A
party ied by Edmund Hillary became
the first to reach the summit of Mount
Everest in May 1953; and in May _
1975; Junko Tabei; a Japanese moun-
taineéer, became the first woman to

scale the mountain.

How To Celebrate April and May

Special gays in¢tde Easter, which
falis on April 3 this Year: Mother's Day
(May 8): and Memorial Day (May 30):
At 2:00 a.m. on the 1ast Sunday of

April; daylight savin time begins:

Events apd Activities

A Time for Books: International
Children's gook D@Y and the
birthday of Hans Christian Anderson
.provide an gxcell@Nt 0B portunity.

to promote childrens Understand-
ing of peopié of otNer Cultures.
Gather together and dispjay for

your students bookS aboyt people
of other coyntries @8nd Cujrgres. En-
courage children, 3S-they read these
books. to ngte the différences be-
tween themselves and the geople in
the books, 25 Well 83 (he similarities.
Discuss how Peop!®’s differences can
enrich life rather than threaten jt.

it's All in the Gam® A monster-size

Monopoly game—With @ gameboard
550 square fE8t—Was S&t yp in Hun-
tingdon; Pa_, on AP'1 29, 1967. Give
your math ¢|ass arl €xercise in figur-
ing ratio by provid!Ng Calculators;
measuring to0ls, a-eJu'ation Monop-

aly set ang these Auestions to answer:

If the Huntingdon Monopaty game-
board was 550 sguare feat; what was
the size of gach of the ingjvidual
properties and of t"e.four corner
squares? wnat would the dgimensions
of the money. the title cargs, and the
Community Chest 8Nd Chance cards.
be? (To make figuring easjer, suggest
that students round off the measure-
rienits of the equiPMent in the stan-.
dard set to the nedrest Quarter inch.}
What size would the dice; the houses
and hotels; and thé playi‘n'g’ pieces
be?

May Day Iy baw P8y, Discuss with
your class tne reasons thai societies
“have laws, and sofMe of the ways that

taws evolve; Also discuss the com-
plexity of lawS~b0th the gifficuity in
writing clear, fair 18Ws ang the diffi-
culty in interpreting them. To ilustrate
this complexity, divide the ciass into
groups; and ask é2Ch groyp to write

arid post one fule o the classroom: -/ ..."
After the rule$ are Posted, talk about
them. Do children Mtérpret them in
_ ditferent ways? Do the rulgs contain ™

‘- teacher in West Babylon, N.Y.

loopholes or ambiguities? Is it desir-
able to have operi-ended laws?

__ For an e wartaining look at law; read
Yo Can't Lut Peanuts in Church and
Other Little-Known Laws by Barbara
Selling (Doubleday, 1975).

Focus on Composers. The first week
of May is an appropriate time to intro-
duce (or reintroduce) children to a few
of the great composers. On May 7,
1824, Beethoven's Ninth Symphony
was performed for the first time: Play
this symphony for your class (the _ _
public library may have a recording of
it), and let children react to it. What
images and feelings does the music
evoke? Allow childrer, if they wist, to
express their rzactions to.the various.
parts of the music through movement,
pictures or in writing. o ~
~ May 7 is also the birthday of Johan-
nes Brahms {1833) as well as of Peter
llich Tchaikovsky (1840), whose Not-
cracker Suite is probably familiar to
rmost children: They may also have .
heard Prokofiev's Pefer and the Woll,
bat it's a good time to play it anyway;
it premiered in the USSR on May 2,
1936: (A fine film_ version of Peter and
the Wolf is available from Pyramid
Film and Video; PO. Box 1048; Santa
Moriica, CA 904086, for $425 pur-
chase; $55 rental.}

Slient Spring. Rachel Carson; born
May 27, 1907, was a biologist and
writer whose powerful book Sifent
Spring sounded a warning about the
dangers of industrial wastes to the _
world’s ecology. As children delve into
studies of nature and conservation,
have them also Consider tlie effects of
industrial wastes on the environment.
One way to do that istotrace . - _
wasles (such as those containing mer-
cury} through a food chain. Let small

groups each choose a pollutant that

affects a food chain, then make a_ _
poster or mobile showing the plants
and animals in that chain. Given the

movement of poilutants through food
chains, as well as by air and water,
what conclusions can students draw
dbolit the far-reaching implications of
pollution? m : _paieg itk Fares
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